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SAVE EUROPE NOW 


More debates: 


more Sir Ben 


N THE PAST WEEK THE 


DISTRESS IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE AND OUR OWN 
CONTRIBUTION TO ITS 
RELIEF HAS BEEN DEBATED 
IN THE LORDS AND, ON THE 
ADJOURNMENT, IN THE 
COMMONS. 


The Commons discussion, initiated 
by Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP, on Dec. 7, 
brought a sharp clash between him 
and the Minister of Food, Sir Ben 
Smith, on the possibility of diverting 
£250,000 .worth of surplus food from 
Denmark to European relief (see 
Commons reply, this page last week). 


The Minister insisted that “ what- 
ever food is detracted from Denmark 
is a loss to this country and other 
countries in the allocations from the 
Combined Food Board.” 

Nor did he budge on the question 
of a voluntary surrender of points by 
people in this country, which “ would 
break down the whole of the admini- 
stration of my Department.” 

He had set his face “against a campaign 
which may involve knocking from door to 
door to ask people with far too little food, 


to surrender food for the liberated coun- 

tries.”’ 

Sir Ben stated that “our average 
calorie value of food in this country 
is 2,800 per day. That is low enough.” 

He believed that ‘ the time has come when 

I have to vary that diet, so far as I can vary 

it, and get food from whatever sources I 

can for that purpose.” 


He complained that he had _ no 
thanks for the 90,000 tons which he 
had sent to the German zone since 
the last debate, and the half-million 
tons of wheat which was on its way, 
although “there is a need in the 
British zone alone this year for 
1,600,000 tons of wheat.” 


* 
6 i! FE Archbishop 


of Canterbury 
initiated the discussion in the 
Lords on Dec. 5. Of the plan to bring 
10,000 children by air to this country, 
the Archbishop said that if the 
Government asked for homes for these 
children, he believed they would be 
offered within a- week. 

Lord Templewood, recalling Nan- 
sen’s work, said that almost irrepar- 
able harm was done by delay after the 
1918 armistice. The constant argu- 
ment should be for speed. 

Lord Selborne, former Minister for 
Economic Warfare, supported this 
demand, and regretted the failure to 
provide for voluntary contributions 

Lord Russell said he was a 
whole-hearted supporter of the 

Government, but he found in their 

pronouncement on this question “a 

certain grudging spirit, as though 

they were looking to see, not how 
much we can do, but how little.” 

“There will not be peace in the 
world,” he said, “ so long as we think 
in terms of nations rather than in 
terms of individuals, and think it 
right that a German child should 
suffer because German men have 
been wicked.” 


BAFFLED TO FIGHT BETTER 


{UR title is prompted by the latest 
Group Letter of our Secretary, 
which takes the present difficulties of 
the PPU as its theme. QOur readers 
will recognize the line from Browning 
with its thought of spiritual struggle. 
When Patrick speaks of a decline of faith 
in pacifism in its relevance to an. ‘“‘ atomic” 
world, we do not ourselves confess loss of faith 
in man and God. 
..When he diagnoses our straits as resulting 
from decline of faith in man’s ahility to 
determine events and to prevent another war, 
we face a challenge on more difficult ground. 
Here. if we should sometimes doubt. we would 
always react in the spirit of our title. On 
decline of faith in the PPU and its leaders, 
Patrick may well be justified. Yet. admitting 
failures in practice, we ask you to catch the 


OUR WORST CASUALTY 
‘INCREASED CALLOUSNESS?’ 


Serviceman M.P. tells Commons 


HIE photographs of starving German children collected in Mr. 

. Victor Gollancz’s pamphlet ‘Is it nothing to You?” make a 
grim Christmas card: 80 grim, indeed, that it has been decided 
not t. reproduce one in this paper. Humanity has touched bottom. 
Probably it has been there before: but never in an age which made 
such lofty professions of idealism. There are none but idealists 


left among the victorious nations 
—uniting the proletarians of 
every land, making the world 
safe for the common man, estab- 
lishing liberty, equality and 
fraternity. I forget what our 
own ‘peculiar contribution to the 
chorus of idealism was to be. 

But the facts are as Lt.-Col. King 
stated them in the House of Commons 
on Friday Jast. 


“The major casualties of this war had not 
been those of death, or wounds, or physical 
casualties of any kind, but decay in moral 
standards, in truth, in common honesty and, 
worst of all, in the increased callousness of 
the human heart everywhere. We had got to 


Obseryer’s 
Commentary 


the stage where we could see milliona die, 
and nowhere was the heart of man shaken 
by it.” 


A new start for the little three 


{t is good news that Bevin and 
Byrnes and Molotov are to meet 
shortly in Moscow. It ends the miser- 


OUR EXTRA CHRISTMAS RATIONS 


“W THINK, the Government really are not doing justice to the sense of 

A humanity in the British people. They are trying to dam up that sense 
of humanity and to say to those of us who would help: “ You shall not help; 
you shall be compelled to go on eating these extra Christmas rations.” 


Bertrand Russell’s words in the 
Lords’ debate on Dec. 5 do no more 


than justice to the facts. The 
PPU Immediate Issues Committee 
suggests that all who find such 


frustration intolerable should now: 


(1) Set aside at least an equivalent 
quantity of non-perishable 
(mainly tinned) foodstuffs, to 
represent the “ extras.” 

From now onwards add regularly 
to this private store of non- 
perishable foodstuffs. 

Write at once to Sir Ben Smith, 
Ministry of Food, Portman 
Square, London, W.1, to express 
concern at his attitude, to inform 
him what is being accumulated, 
and to ask that facilities shall be 
made available for the dispatch 
of this food individually, through 
voluntary societies, or preferably 


(2) 


(3) 


by planned Governmental action. 


(4) Write at once to the national 
press and to all sympathetic 
organizations to say what is 


being done and to invite others 
to share in these actions. 


Note that alternative non-official 
facilities for centralization of 
these private accumulations are 
under consideration, in case the 
Ministry remains unco-operative. 
Any announcement on this matter 
will be reported in these columns. 
The Committee recommends that 
PPU members should for the present 
refrain from other forms of organized 
public demonstration, for the sake of 
maintaining unity among the very 
large numbers who now share the 
concern. The Committee fully reflects 
the impulse within the Union, and if 
necessary will seek to find expression 
for it at the appropriate moment. 


(5) 


WHAT IS BRETTON Woops? 


And what if we do 


Today the House of Commons 
coneludes a three-day debate on the 
Anglo-American loan agreement. 


NOVEMBER 22 and 23 provided a 

gorgeous feast of oratory in the 
British Parliament. In a flood of high 
jdealism the dominant note was for a 
new World Parliament. The Times 
gave much space to the oratory on 


Nov. 23. But over its chief item of 
news it displayed the headline— 
“American Warning,” It was a 


warning that Britain had not yet rati- 
fied a decision reached by the World 
Parliament. 


Down to realities 


The headline brought us down to 
realities. For when the British Par- 
liament was issuing its call for a new 
World Parliament the Americans 
reminded us that a new World Parlia- 
ment had already been called into be- 
ing—the United Nations had reached 
certain decisions. Forty-four nations 
were represented, and the United 
States is now asking Great Britain a 
straight question: “ When are you gt- 
ing to implement the decisions reached 


infection of his and our unshaken faith in 
the principles for which the PPU stands. 

In this we echo our secretary’s call, “‘ This 
cut has to be restored next year. We must 
never look back.” He reminds us that faith 
is not speedily recovered, but shares our con- 
fidence that the tremendous opportunities 
before us will be met. Now is the time to 
show that we ‘fall to rise, are haffled to 
fight better.’ Send us your token, however 
small, that the tide of faith is turning. 

MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 
Joint Treasurers. 

Contributions to Headquarters Fund since 
Nov. 30: £12 12s. 7d. Year's total to date: 
£464 18. 3d. 

Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


at Bretton Woods?” By Article XI of 
the Bretton Woods agreement these 
decisions must be ratified by Decem- 
ber 31. 

Two things can happen if Britain 
does not sign. One is that all the 
nations which have signed and made 
a deposit in the Monetary Fund will 
have their money returned. After 
that anything can happen. But this is 
what Mr. Clair Wilcox, director of the 
State Department’s International 
Trade policy, says will happen: 

“The sad fact is that the world is geared 
right.now to continue economic warfare with 
the full panoply of weapons developed in the 
°30s and sharpened during the war. Neither 
we nor our neighbours have to learn the game 
—we know how to play it and we are organized 
to play it. Economic distress, suspicion and 
recrimination can perpetuate it. Larger coun- 
tries, especially the United States, Britain and 
the Soviet Union, have merely to tighten their 
hold on the regions to which they have easy 
access, and perhaps to capture other areas 
through exclusive contracts, discriminatory 
arrangements and barter deals.” ies 

Mr, Wilcox concludes: “ This is not 
the way to peace.” — 

How is this situation to be met? Mr. 
Ernest Bevin seemed to supply one 
answer. He said on November 23: 

“There has never been a war yet which, if 
the facts had been put plainly before the 
ordinary folk, éould not have been prevented.” 

I think it is generally agreed among 
thoughtful people that, if all the For- 
eign Secretaries of all the nations had 
thought as Mr. Bevin thinks and 
speaks, the world might have been a 
better place today. But the questions 
arises, how are the “ ordinary folks” 
to give an answer_on the immediate 
question posed by Mr. Wilcox? Sup- 
posing tonight Britain was to take a 
plebiscite on the straight question : 
“ Aye you opposed to signing the Final 
Act and if so, why?” What answer 
could we give? ; 

In order to reach a_ wise and 
balanced decision the ordinary folk 
would require to be in possession of all 
the facts, both for and against. The 
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This is Germany 


In Berlin the infantile mortality 
rate for the latest month, ending 
on Oct. 12, was 231 per 1,000. 
The birth rate was 15, the death 
rate 54 per-1,000. 

These grim figures were an- 
nounced last Sunday and broad- 
cast by the BBC. But apart from 
The Times they were given no 
prominence in the Press. 

R. JOHN HYND, who as 

-"™" Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster is the Minister directly 
responsible for our German 
policy, said at Sheffield last 
Saturday that we had aimed at 
providing Germans with a ration 
of 1,550 calories a day, “the 
minimum permissible figure con- 
sistent with the maintenance of a 
very low degree of life and resist- 
ance to disease. In fact, the 
lowest now recognized was 2,000 
calories. 

“THE TRAGIC FACT IS 
THAT WE HAVE NOT BEEN, 
AND WILL NOT BE, ABLE 
TO MAINTAIN 1,550 
CALORIES A DAY.” 


able deadlock which has existed since 
the collapse of the London Conference. 
This is an apparent victory for the 
Russian point of view, that the vital 
discussions of the peace settlement 
should be confined to the Big Three. 
But it is, in view of Mr. Hynd’s 
statement that Britain “ will not accept 
the position of three parties only,” to 
conclude that the new conference is a 
missionary enterprise to convert 
Russia. : 
An article in the Swiss Weltwoche 
provides evidence that Russia is not 
mainly responsible for the appalling 
behaviour of the Poles towards the 
German inhabitants in the Western 
territories of new Poland. The 
wretched Germans have come to re- 
gard the Russians as a restraining 
influence on the Polish excesses. Such 
a report should do something to ease 
relations between the Big Three, while 
the definite presence of the atom-bomb 
on the agenda should assure that the 
deliberations issue is something more 
than an ambiguous formula. 


The pathetic President 

MPPHE flagrant (and fortunate) con- 
tradiction between the announce- 

ment of the Moscow meeting and Pre- 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


asks JOHN SCANLON — 


not sign? 


American people are already com- 
mitted tio the Final Act. Congress has 
adopted the whole scheme. Could any- 
body say that the ordinary folk of 
America knew all the facts for the 
document signed in their name? 

Here was a question which every 
statesman should have known was 
bound to arise in an acute form before 
December 31, 1945. A general elec- 
tion was held this year and the ques- 
tion was never raised. The ordinary 
folk of Britain were asked by the Con- 
servative Party to concentrate their 
minds on two main issues. There was 
the horror of being ruled by Mr. 
Harold Laski; there was the veiled 
threat that they might lose their sav- 
ings in War Loan. But on this grave 
danger, Mr. Wileox’s “sad fact”? that 
Britain must sign or prepare for 
economic warfare, leading possibly to 
a shooting war, there was never one 
word of explanation or of warning. 

The Times asks 

On November 23 The Times leader 
hoped for information soon. If The 
Times has not the facts, we can take 
it that the ordinary folk have not got 
them. The Times says, of course, 
that the Bretton Wioods Agreement is 
the chief issue, which brings us once 
more +o the reality of the situation. 
It is: Can the ordinary folk of Britain 
give their signatures to a document of 
such tremendous consequence—the 
-contents of which they have not care- 
fully studied? The World Parlia- 
ment which drafted the Bretton Woods 
document, claims this for it as its 


main object: 

“To facilitate the expansion and balanced 
growth of international trade, and to con- 
tribute thereby to the promotion and main- 
tenance of high levels of employment and real 
income.” 

How many “ Peace News” readers 
are in a position to say whether the 
Agreement would or would not achieve 


the objects mentioned? 
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Frustration at Christmas 


HIS is bound to be, for those 


who have the spark of 
imagination alive within them, 
a more terrible Christmas than 
any they have experienced. The 
most despairing Christmas of 
the war cannot be compared 
with this for its witness of 
man’s inhumanity to man. 

The fate of millions of our fellow 
humans is, apparently, settled: they 
are doomed to die in the misery of 
slow starvation. That this would be 
their fate, unless a vast concerted 
effort of the victorious nations were 
made to avert it, has been evident 
since the moment the last shot was 
fired. Yet the spirit of vengeance 
has prevailed; and the spirit of 
humanity has suffered what is per- 
haps its worst defeat. 

One does not need to be a Christian 
professed to have an attitude of ex- 
pectation and reverence towards 
Christmas. Most of us have a wistful 
memory of what it meant to us as 
children—this season when the mys- 
terious laws of the grown-up world 
seemed to be suspended, and their 
place taken by another code in which 
happiness received the honour due to 
it. Yet today it seems heartless to be 
happy, at any rate for adults. Child- 
ren, thank goodness, are absolved. Let 
their joy, at least, be unconfined. 

The proposal has been made that 
those who are conscious of the appal- 
ling contrast between our relative 
comfort in'this country and the misery 
of our continental brother should 
meet together on Christmas Eve in 
communion to testify to their sense of 
universal kinship, to sympathize with 
the suffering, to communicate ideas 
which may deepen and develop the 
concern—to use the Quaker expression 
‘and to resolve in fellowship that 
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they will live in loyalty to the concep- 
tion of mankind as a single family: 
which is the message of Christmas. 

We think that nothing but good can 
come of such meetings, provided they 
are attended by those in whom the pro- 
posal arouses an immediate response. 
But there are those to whom it is not 
congenial. Miss Annie Lansbury’s 
letter voices their concern. Perhaps 
she has allowed less than its full 
weight to the fact that we are really 
debarred from giving immediate and 
practical help to our brothers and 
sisters in Germany; and that it is, in 
part, to obtain release from the bitter 
sense of frustration that the meetings 
are to be held. 

Assuredly, this is not a matter on 
which we can bear ito oppiose one 
another. Our duty is to uphold each 
other. Those who are moved to par- 
ticipate in these meetings will go to 
them supported by the active goodwill 
of those who feel that such a_ mani- 
festation of concern is not for them. 


But our sense of impotence this 
Christmas, our knowledge of our in- 
ability to act as we would, our recog- 
nition of the fact that the beneficent 
action for which we long is possible 
only at “the highest level ’—these 
shiould teach us a lesson that we still 
need to learn. It is a bitter lesson; 
but since it is a lesson as to the 
nature of reality today, we had better 
learn it. It is that as society becomes 
more closely integrated, the individual 
counts for less and less. The margin 
of freedom wherein he can act as a 
fully responsible person steadily 
diminishes. The only escape from 
that creeping paralysis of the morality 
of the individual is that the fabric of 
society itself shall be moralized. The 
nation-State must act with the human 
morality of the individual, unless the 
individual is to be demoralized. 


Woerolkodbasces. No. se) 


I felt a constant need not to be 
carried away by the whirlpool, not to 
let myself be uprooted, to preserve in 
the corner of my heart something 
which could not be shaken. 

How can I explain it? In_ that 
monotonous, flat, mauve landscape 
near Breslau, with eagerness I used to 
watch the sunrise; on bright nights I 
used to look out for Orion; every bush 
and every tree was something rare 
for me. Once I came across a rabbit 
hole, and I stood by it for long periods 
at a time, and I was happy when at 
least for a moment I could catch the 


sight of the rabbit’s family. I clutched 
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at conerete, living realities to con- 
vince myself that I was alive. In that 
there was some kind of an urge to 
hold on to something, to snatch at some 
support, 

I do not know if religious certainty 
gave me any support, It only com- 
forted me, it soothed me by the fact 
that it represented my situation as a 
state which was not at all abnormal 
for a Christian. I had a little Missal 
with me. I used to read it to my 
comrades, especially to K. N. with 
whom I first shared my palliasse. A 
strange thing: almost every office 
spoke of persecution, and in every one 
despair was overcome by hope. I was 
myself astonished at that. That vic- 
tortious hope—the day when I was 
taken to Prague I read: contra spem 
speravit—that hope, in spite of every- 
thing, was truly a comforting thing; 
but I kept it within myself through a 
state of premeditated stoicicism. I 
who am quick-tempered and touchiness 
personified. The word ataraxia* was 
dear to me above everything else. J] 
used to repeat it to myself like a kind 
of spell_— 

—From a letter of a Czech after 
five years in a German concentration 
camp. 

*Ataraxia is a technical word of stoic 
philosophy, meaning ‘‘non-disturbance": or 


the power of keeping a central point of still- 
ness in the soul. 


CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 


Peace News will be published ag usual on 
Dec. 21 and 28. But as our printers will be 
taking their Christmas holidays from Dec. 22 
to 27, the latter issue will need to be, so to 
speak, prefabricated. 

All matter, editorial or advertising, must be 
received at our office by Fri., Dec. 21, if it 
is to be included in our Dec. 28 number. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Home: quarterly, 8a. 8d.; yearly, 128. @d, 


Abroad: quarterlv. 23, 9d.: yearly, 106. 6d. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all , Points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, do 
not necessarily represent the Policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it ia the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise 
ments imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised. 


HE skeleton—in the shape 
of the atomic bomb—which 
| has intruded upon our expected 
feast of peace and victory seems 
to have generally destroyed the 
sense of proportion even among 
the historically minded (alas, 
too few!). Incredibly swift and 
destructive the new weapon is 
indeed in its operation, but, as 
far as we can see, its long-term 
results will not be appreciably 
different from those of simpler 
methods employed in other wars 


of annihilation. 

If we read the accounts of one of the 
many obliterated towns and districts 
of Germany that have been reduced to 
masses of stinking, corpse-infected 
ruins by the laborious efforts of some 
hundreds of our sons and brothers in 
the RAF, it wouid appear that on the 
whole the atomizing of a city isa 
cleaner and more merciful operation. 
And the almost complete destruction, 
which befell the Greco-Roman civiliza- 
tion preceding our own, left surviving 


by STEPHEN HOBHOUSE 


much fewer and smaller and yet most 
fruitful “islands of kindly culture ” 
than are likely to remain after the 
threatened atomic war has spent its 
awful course, and the remnant of 
mankind, probably quite a considerable 
one, mostly of healthy peasant stock, 
surfeited with the work of annihila- 
tion, have lost both the capacity and 
the will for more of it. (Forgive me, 
if I am now asking you to face with 
me the worst, while preserving all the 
hope you can of an avoidance of it!) 


* 

FL\VERYONE and more particularly 

the followers of the man of Gali- 
lee, the prophet of the Roman Em- 
pire’s decline, may learn much from 
an attentive consideration of its re- 
corded fall and the remarkable 
parallel that offers to what appears to 
be going on today. Consider first the 
Empire’s imposing structure, as it 
existed, almost intact between (say) 
30 B.C. and 400 A.D. From Portugal 
and England to the Danube and the 
' Near East, the lands were settled, 
under one pacific and centralized rule, 
with municipally governed towns and 
cities, adorned with fine public build- 
ings—town halls, courts of justice, 
temples, baths, and, sometimes, elabor- 
ate water-supply and drainage sys- 
tems, with central heating for the 
houses of the well-to-do. The absence 
of machinery and scarcity of metals 
made life much more primitive, but in 
many ways more wholesome and quiet, 
with far fewer artificial wants than 
there are today. A magnificent net- 
work of paved roads stretched un- 
broken across Europe and fleets of 
ships carried corn and other supplies 
efrom port to port. 


Overwhelmed by barbarians 


All this was to be overwhelmed by 
the barbarians of the forest and the 
desert, most of them being neighbours 
with whom the Roman world had long 
been in contact. By 600 the Teutonic 
tribesmen were firmly established as 
conquerors along the shores of the 
Mediterranean and by 720 the Arah 
hosts held control of North Africa and 
Spain. It is safe to say that these 
enemies would not have been instru- 
ments of general destruction, had the 
populations of the Empire, now 
nominally Christian, been guided by a 
fraction of that spirit of uprightness. 
of sharing, healing, and forgiving, 
which the first disciples practised and 
preached. It was internal moral 
decay which sapped the strength from 
the imperial structure; and for those 
who had eyes to see, the decay had 
long: been there, revealed by such dark 
features as the blood-stained sports df 
the amphitheatre, the widespread 
sexual excess and exposure-murders 
of unwanted infants, by the constant 
outbreaks of piracy and occasional 
civil warfare, and, above all, by the 
vast, State-supported system of slave- 
holding and slave-trading. 

_ Moreover the Christian Church 
that nad promised to be the saviours of 
society, succumbed to the new tempta- 
tions offered by toleration and power, 
entered into an alliance with militar- 
ism and property and became an in- 
strument of intolerance and persecu- 
tion, putting to a very large extent 
the observance of partly superstitious 
rites before the God-inspired justice, 


The End of Two Ages 


mercy, and charity, which its Founder 
had come to give the world. 


* 

So it was that the spirit of ignorant 

destruction was uppermest among: 
the triumphant barbarians. In the 
eourse of two or three centuries all 
the Roman towns and _ institutions 
sank ‘into obliteration or crumbling 
ruins, the great rouds disappeared or 
became mere packhorse tracks, most 
of the arts and crafts, the learning 
and culture, were, except in isolated 
Christian monasteries, forgotten, and 
tribal or feudal warfare replaced 
ordered, if despotic government. By 
the year 700 the state of Western 
Europe was probably but little differ- 
ent, after sword and spear, torch and 
famine, had done their worst, from 
what it would have been if a series of 
atomic bombs had been scattered over 
it say in the year 500 A.D. 


9 
Europe’s recovery} 


And yet Europe did recover, and 
before 1100 its peoples were, with some 
grievous set-backs, building up, chiefly 
under the guidance of Christian 
leaders and groups, 2 civilization that 
was in many ways more humane and 
beautiful than the Roman one. It 
was a civilization that under the in- 
spiration of great spirits like our 
English Alfred and the French King 
St. Louis, like the Italians St. Francis 
and St. Thomas, or the Germans 
Tauler and Eckhart, might have 
grown into a society able to abolish 
wars and the will to destroy or enslave, 
eliminating most of the pride, greed 
and fear that use them. 

But the new forces unleashed by the 
arrival of applied science and indus- 
trialism, combined with want of any 
adequate moral and spiritual growth 
to cope with them, set in motion a 
process of disintegration, of which, in 
spite of the spread of knowledge and 
humanity. we are reaping the fatal 
results today. 

* 


NEVERTHELESS, even if the 
** atomic bombs descend upon us, let 
us not be cast down; for, if we be true 
pacifists or true Christians, there will 
be a far greater likelihood than in the 
last dark age of preserving through 
any new one the golden threads of 
human kindness and culture. 

All over the globe there are small 

‘oups that try and keep foremost the 
spirit of goodwill to all, who are con- 
scious of the unity of all, the best and 
the worst, in the one life-giving Spirit, 
and know that only in sharing, heal- 
ing and forgiving can security lie. 
Out in India in the satyagraha move- 
ment centreing round the great 
Gandhi, there is a fountain head of 
light. Countless others are now be- 
ing, we may believe, reluctantly com- 
pelled by the swift march of events to 
see that in pacifist faith and practice 
lies the best hope of survival. And 
many of these people, in far greater 
proportion than in the disasters 
heralding the last dark age will as- 
suredly outlive the worst cataclysms 
that may befall us. 

Now, when Christians are celebrat- 
ing the birthday of one whom they 
have called “ Counsellor” and “ Prince 
of Peace.” let us place our faith in 
God and men, our charity and hope at 
the centre of our living, and dedicate 
ourselves to whatever works of good- 
will our conditions and our capaeity 
enable us to undertake. 
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A Christmas 
Sermon 


For then are dead which sought the young child’s life. 
o yee Matthew II, 20. 


1945 YEARS ago a child was born. That is 
o> a very long while ago. One would 
think he might have been forgotten by now. But no! 
More thoughts have been thought about that child, 
and more love lavished on him, than on any before or 
since. 


Why? Partly, no doubt, because he was a child; 
and is become the Child. But why did he become the 
Child for human imagination? First, because he was 
allowed to become a man—as my text has it, “ For 
they are dead which sought the young child’s life. 
We should not be remembering him as child unless he 
had grown up to be a man. We remember him as a 
child, because we cannot forget him as a man. 


And we cannot forget him as a man, because he was a 
very astonishing man. “The wise want love,” said Shelley, 
“and those who love want wisdom.” But this child became a 
man who was wise and loved; who loved and was wise: wise 
as a serpent and harmless as a dove. How did he become so 


wise? By the road, I am persuaded, that Blake was travelling 
when he said: 


“The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom.” 

Jesus did not reach his wisdom by loving wisely, with 
circumspection, demanding security. He loved, like Othello, 
“not wisely, but too well.” To forgive unto seventy times seven, 
now—that was hardly a sensible thing to do. But it is a wise 
thing, all the same. What else at the last can a wise man do? 
To understand everything—and that, I suppos’. is wisdom in 
excelsis—is to forgive everything. But that, you see, was a 
novel and revolutionary kind of wisdom. When the child Jesus 
became a man, that was the wisdom he discovered. 

Well, the Jews of his time were not a forgiving people. 
They had great wrongs to remember, and they brooded upon 
them. After all, they were the Elect; and, as Blake said: 

The Elect cannot be Redeemed, but Created continually 
By Offering and Atonemeht in the cruelties of Moral Law. 


The Elect had no use for forgiveness. They’ never have. 
Forgiveness would dissolve the pride and privilege of their 
Election. For though it is possible to say, “ Very well, 1 forgive 
you,” in a superier tone of voice, retaining all the privileges 
of Election, it is quite impossible to feel that I can do any 
forgiving at all. Something else does that. Forgiveness 
descends. We are forgiven; and only in that knowledge of our 
condition can we forgive. That is why Jesus taught us to pray. 

“And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them 
that trespass against us.” 


It is God who does the forgiving; and when, as we sometimes 
do, we have the strength and the humility to forgive, we know 
perfectly well that we, in ourselves, have had nothing to do 
with it. ‘We, in our Selves, are nothing.” 


ae 


TINHIS was the simple and 

a amazing discovery of the 
man Jesus. The more he forgave, the 
more certain he was that it was God 
who forgave; the more he loved, the 
more certain he was that it was God 
who loved. He discovered the nature 


of God. And the world has never got . 


over it; and, the world never will get 
over it. Not that the world believes 
it. In so far ag it believes in any 
God at all, the world believes in the 

in whom the Jews believed. 
“For I the Lord they God am a 
jealous God, and visit the sins of the 
fathers upon the children, even unto 
the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me.” ‘That is what 
the world believes; but never, since 
Jesus declared the nature of God and 
died to reveal it, has the world been 
quite at ease in that belief, or any 
other. Something is always whisper- 
ing to the heart ot the world that God 
is quite different; that, if only we 
dared to take the risk that Jesus took, 
we might be claimed and possessed by 
God: by the spirit of adoption where- 
by, as St, Paul said, “ We cry Abba! 
Father!” 


All His discovery;,; | 
—_—-- 
Remember that simple word 
“ Abba!” Father! All Jesus’ wisdom, 
all Jesus’ discovery is in it. That (I 
have no doubt) was the word he cried 
when he first knew; and when God 
made answer “ Thou art my Son, this 
yey fave I begotten Thee.” 
truly it comes to this: that we 
remember the birth of Jesus, because 
we’ cannot forget the rebirth of Jesus. 
You will remember how, after God 
had acknowledged Jesus as His first- 
born son: the first of His sons who 
knew that God was indeed his father, 
the spirit drove him into the wilder- 
ness. The re-born man, the new-born 
child within him, was tempted by the 


devil. In the form of divers subtle 
Spirits, Satan sought the young child’s 
life. One subtle spirit offered him 
dominion over this world; another 
bade him try out the Lord his God 
who was now his Father. Sve 
whether he really is your Father and 


you His son, whispered this subtle 
spirit. 


You must verify your hypothesis. 

ou must repeat your experiment 
under scientific control. You must 
prove your conclusion. Just cast 
yourself down! And a third subtle 
spirit whispered that he should make 
trials of his own power—the power of 
God’s first-born son: “Command that 
these stones be made bread.” These 
were the spirits in the wilderness that 
sought the young child’s life—the new 
and tender life of the re-born son of 
God. And all were dead. Slain by a 
word: “Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord they God.” 


It is no use making trial of the God 
of love. You cannot make trial of 
His love: as you cannot make trial of 
the love of anyone who loves you. 
For, if you do, you will kill the love 
you try to test. Love lives by trust 
eu faith, Take them away and it 

Jes, 


He who binds to himself a joy 

Does the winged life destroy; 

But he who kisses the joy as it flies 

Lives in eternity’s sunrise. , 

By this knowledge of the nature of 

love Jesus scattered the spirits that 
sought his life. 

Each man is in his Spectre’s power 

Until the arrival of that hour, 

When his Humanity awake 

And cast his Spectre into the lake. 


The Spectre is the spirit that denies 
the Satan within us. 


rea 


TENHE Child, the eternal 

Child, the eternal Son 

of God, born in Jesus, was thus saved 
from death. God knows what he 
went through. But how he triumphed 


e 
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A Christmas card (see below). 


is plain. :.2 trusted love. He trusted 
the pow.. of love in him which he 
knew was God. He trusted God. He 
asked for no evidence save the pre- 
sence of God within him. He would 
and could prove nothing. “ Thou art 
my son: this day have I begotten 
three.” No, there was, nothing to 
show, nothing to prove it: only a life 
to be. “ For this Thy son was dead 
and is alive.” He had entered an- 
other life. The child was born-—to 
live the life of God, the life of Man, 
utterly new, moving along untrodden 
paths into the unknown, in_ the 
strength of the wisdom that could say 
“ Except ye be born again and become 
us little children, ye can in no wise 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Infallible death 


Teaching, living that wisdom; in- 
carnating in very truth the unsearch- 
able riches of the nature and_ the 
love of God, in joy and woe, he went 
infallibly to his death. For what 
other end could befall the son of the 
loving God who spoke with authority 
to the slaves of the jealous God? He 
was a young man still: twenty-four 
years younger than I am. Enduring 
an agony and bloody sweat, beseech- 
ing his Father that the cup might 
pass from him, knowing that it could 


not pass. “ Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt.” Crucified. 
And then the end. “My God, My 


God! why hast Thou forsaken me?” 


Is there one of us who knows the 
story, and has tried to live it in 
imagination, who has not longed to 
cry to Him? 

“No, no: you are not forsaken. 

He is with you. He is loving you. 

As never before, He loves you now. 

All He is, is with you and in you. 

You are no more His son merely: 

you are Himself.” -* 

And when in the silence of our 
hearts we ery those words, or words 
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By ARTHUR WRAGG. 


like them, we too are born again. We 
too become as little children. There is 
nothing else to be, in the presence of 
the unfathomable riches of God’s love, 
The wisdom of the wisest then is but a 
means to adoration—a little gift of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh, 
given humbly and joyfully in the 
knowledge that “ they are dead which 
sought the young child’s life.” 


ee 


YET, though they are dead, 

they are always coming 

to life again—the pride of the mind, 
the wisdom of this world, the desire 
for certainty, the shrinking from what 
seems the fearful risk of love and 
trust and faith. And yet, in spite of 
all, the Child still lives—in spite of 
all. For ever and for ever, he is born. 


AFTER EIGHT YEARS 
OF HISTORY 


“For this is the message that ye 
heard from the beginning that we 


should love one another.”—1 John 
III, 11. 


This is the accompanying text to 
the Arthur Wragg Christmas card 
reproduced above. It has appeared in 
Peace News before—just eight years 
ago, 

* 


At that time, Dec. 1937, members of 
the Peace Pledge Union were gather- 
ing at the Albert Hall, London, to 
consider a memorial to their founder. 
Dick Sheppard, who had recently died. 

In the same issue the weekly Com- 
mentary, by John Middleton Murry, 
was entitled ‘‘ ave the Children,” and 


Aldous Huxley’s new book, “ Ends and 
Means ” was reviewed. 
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The Grand - and the! THE QUEST FOR — 
Simple HUMAN Ivy |.OPOLD HUGHMAN 


by FRANK DAWTRY 


OW grand—and how uni- 
versally understandable— 
are the simple things! And how 
awful some of the grand things. 


We all fall at times into the 
temptation to follow the 
highbrows and profess an 


admiration for that which it 
has been a strain to follow or 
to understand. Perhaps there 
is something at the end of such 
an effort, which we are too 
indolent to find, but when we 
take stock of our real satis- 
factions do we not discover that 
these have come from the 
simple things? 

In musie we are captivated every 
time, everywhere, by some simple air, 
some straightforward arrangement, 
artless almost in the greatness of its 
‘implicity. outstanding even amidst 
other forms of greatness. A seething 
tumultous Albert Hall audience at the 
last night of the Proms a year or so 
ago, was suddenly hushed and silent 
as Rutland Boughton's “ Fairy Song” 
was sung—and remained silent for a 
moment until it broke into such 
applause that the song had to be re- 
peated. A packed subscription audi- 
ence in the North, to hear a world- 
famous performer, was carried away 
instead by a programme-filling un- 
known pianist with a faultlessly 
played but simple Brahms Waltz in 
A.—which reminds me every time I 
hear it, of the real virtue of simplicity. 


Failing beauty 


I somehow do not think Bartok, 
Stravinsky and Co. will ever replace 
the unfailing beauty (and surely it is 
beauty we need) of Mozart, Schubert 
and Brahms, or the haunting and 
wonderful timing of Bach or Handel. 
Handel! (But perhaps I reveal that 
I am limited in my knowledge of 
music?) Handel is a name to conjure 
with in places where they sing, for 
none can have given greater pleasure 
to both listeners and performers, 
whose numbers are legion and who 
have found joy, unity and all-embrac- 
ing harmony in singing “ The Mes- 
siah ’; poor, cheap (I have been told) 
but very effective and satisfying— 
from the. comforting assurance that 
the redeemer liveth to the ecstasy of 
the old trumpeter who so loves his 
long awaited annual “ blow ” when the 
trumpet shall sound and we shall be 
saved. 


* ‘ 


A PACIFIST audience listened re- 

cently to a magnificent reading 
from Eliot’s “ Waste Land,” a thing 
you do not “enjoy” or even under- 
stand at a first effort. Good descrip- 
tive writing, fine word music, but a 
new art form. Should we not all have 
understood and appreciated so much 
better a few of those finely chiselled 
words of A. E. Housman; some of the 
quiet humour of his brother Laurence; 
or the almost childish lyries of W. H. 
Davies? And who used simple words 
more effectively than our beloved Dick 
Sheppard or Erie Gill? 

The simple beauty of the country- 
side, the elemental beauty of the turn- 
ing sea, vatisfy us more than any 
elaborate entertainment. Cricket on 
the preen, cards by the fire, books in 
an easy chair... . in our enjoyment 
of these things we pacifists are at 
one with our fellows. Do we not also 
enjoy simple thought? We argue our- 
selves into obscurities of thought and 
philosophy when it was all done for us 
by Paul in a few simple words some 
years ago 

“ And now abideth faith, hope and 
charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity.” 

And simple people? G. K. Chester- 
ton once pointed out that when there 
is an importamt job to do such as try- 
ing a man for his life, wo do not eall 
on experts or specialists but just pick 
a dozen men standing around (so to 
speak). And that was what Christ 
did, too. 


It happened a thousand times in 
war. The story of the ss. San 
Demetrio, set on fire, abandoned, 


reboarded days later, salvaged and 


“ 
incredibly brought into port was the 
story of a few simple men determined 
to do their job; the men tn open boats 
ov landing barges, bomber planes or 
battleships, were a mixed lot, levelled 
in their duty, mainly simple and 
honest. We can admire them just as 
we admire the simple and honest and 
undemonstrative conscientious ob- 
jectors who did their jobs or went to 
prison; and the simple and _ sincere 
men and women who kept the PPU 
going in war and peace. Some of 
them have in their faith kept the 
pacifist movement going’ sinee 1915. 
They have been quiet, unknown, ordin- 
ury people, unconcerned about the 
labyrinthine paths of policy discussion 
and the clashes of temperament in 
high places. 


The simple “No!” 


The whole action of the pacifist 
starts in simplicity. Men strive and 
fight and hate and kill; we just say 
No. Like that. And now in the 
welter of mistrust and recrimination, 
when the fighting is ended but the 
tumult and the shouting do not die 
and We are surrounded by trials and 


borrowings, atom bombs and threats, 


“WOU can’t change human 
nature,” the pacifist is 
often told in the course of an argu- 
ment: a statement which is used by 
many noipacifists to justify their 
views, as well as by those whose in- 
telligence does not rise above the in- 
formation that the Bible says that 
“there will be wars and rumours of 
wars.” But the pacifist cannot sit 
down under the unchangeability of 
human nature, any more than he can 
shelve all responsibility for armed 
conflict today on to the statement of 
Christ that “ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars.” Christ said 
many other things besides, which 
pointed to the fact that man had with- 
in himself the potentiality of doing 
better. 

And man hus done better, time and 
again, and it is to this aspect of his 
nature that we pacifists should be pay- 
ing attention, instead of the causes 
and horrors of war. People every- 
where know only too well the horrors 
and futility of war, and never can it 
have been dreaded more than it is lo- 
day when, after years of agonizing 
conflict, war is still an ever-present 
possibility, and of such a nature that 
the war-resistance of even a large 


ONENESS 


( "HRISTMAS Day. Outside the biy church cottage walls are starred 
With the bright yellow of winter jasmine. 
Inside, to the glory of Christ, the Prince of Peace, at Bethlehem new-born, 
Behind the waiting people, the sounding peals, 
The cadences of the bells rise and fall, 
* * 


In a circle stand the bellringers upon the open floor, high up, 


Of the Western tower. 


Seen easily by the turn of a head. 


ale intervals there comes the sharp cry of “UP-” 
Beside the dour of! the old south porch 
Froyn burning fuel glows red a clumsy stove of iron 


Giving out a warmth most acceptable. 


Round its guard comes creeping a little black cat. 
* a * 


Dim white honesty is wreathed around the time-worn Font. 
In the sills sunken deep under the tall, plain glass, 


Stone ornamented windows 


Is massed red holly and dark evergreens, barely visible. 
* * * 


Now the bells are ringing out faster and faster. 
The chimea slip one over the other, over and over, quicker and quicker, 


To slide at last into one single note 
Warning the late-comers hurry. 
* 


* 


Passing beneath that place of still-echoing sound 


As through the insistent call of the bell steal the soft, 


Sweel tones of the organ, 


Holding on high a cross of blue and gold 
The white-robed choir files out from the vestry 


Anda great congregation rises to its feet, 
* * 


* 


Such moments as these, different in form, but as precious and outstanding 


From the world beneath the threshold, 


Encompassed by a sacredness of their own which is enduring 
Even through and beyond that tormented hour, 
Are for all, friend and foe alike, of whatover race or creed, 


Man, woman, child, 
To be taken openhandedly. 


G. E. READ. 


with the world continuing to collapse 
when statesmen argue while Europe is 
in travail or at the gates of death, we 
act again; we press for and offer to 
feed the starving body, and we send 
clothes to warm it. (A pacifist squad 
had great satisfaction in wrenching 
open ammunition cases and filling 
them with clothes for Europe— 
simple and symbolic‘. 


* 


So let us-not fear to be ordinary 
and simple. The clever boys and 
the experts and the highbrows have 
not put us greatly in their debt! But 
Henry and Helen Dubb have worked 
and prayed and made love and baked 
bread and built homes and families 
and lived out their simple faith—and 
can still smile tolerantly at the clever 
ones whose affected laugh is so hollow. 
Cannot our pacifist Christmas also 
be a simple affair? Many nerve- 
wracked frustrated folk will chase 
release and never find satisfaction; 
others will believe that entertainment 
ean always be bought. In such a 
chaotic world quiet fellowship and 
friendship and simplicity will demand 
less and achieve more. Andso.... 
let us wish each other a merry but a 
simple Christmas. After all, we are 
commemorating a very simple man, 


| try have shown that they 
| human concern for the lives of people 


movement would be utterly ineffective. 

Our task as pacifists does not le in, 
concentration on the causes and evils 
of war, but on the search for peace 
and the conditions that make for 
peace. Put very simply, this means a 
search for actions and movements of 
humanity and peaceful human co- 
operation. We must find out how 
such actions, effecting a synthesis be- 
tween spiritual and moral values and 
the common life, have taken place, and 
do our utmost to translate them into 
the context of our daily lives. This 
does not mean that we have to try to 
change human nature: but rather that 
‘we must search for human nature at 
its best and, with all the means at our 
disposal, develop that side of human 
nature. 

* 


We need not hook far for 

* such an opportunity to- 

day: thousands of people in this coun- 
have a deep 


with whom they were at war a short 
time ago. In our endeavours to fan 


) this spark of feeling into a flame we 


are, by recognizing our common 
humanity with those who are suffer- 
ing, working effectively in the cause of 
peace. As Donald Port said at the 
recent Anniversary Gathering, ‘“ We 


can do our job best... if we concen- 
trate not on doing the pacifist thing 
but tae human thing.” 

[i is, of course, very easy to despair 
of the world, and to lose hope in face 
of the ghastly chaos which it presents 
to us today. I have just been reading 
the last fortnight’s issues of the 
“ Manchester Guardian,’ which pres 
sure of activities had prevented me 
from reading before. The effect of 
elancing at that two weeks’ slice of 
world history was enough to put the 
thought in my mind “ You might as 
well throw in the sponge: everything s 
so hopeless that nothing, absolutely 
nothing, can be done about it.” 

And then I remembered a broadcast 
recently given by’ an Australian 
officer describing his experiences as 
prisoner-of-war in the Far East, in 
which he mentioned thnit the fearful 
conditions under which men lived, 
worked and died was sometimes offset 
by actions of kindness by a Japanese 
guard. He mentioned one man in par- 
ticular, a Buddhist priest, who wisked 
his life by bringing food to the pri- 
soners at night, and thereby helping 
to save the lives of those who were 
dying of starvation. And then the 
realisation came to me that whilst 
such actions do take place, after years 
of nationalist and inter-racial propa- 
ganda, there is still hope. That leads 
toa further realization—namely, that 
man’s nature being what it is, there 
will always be individuals who will do 
such things— the human things.” 

That is an instance where one man’s 
interpretation of ideals had its impact 
on the lives of other individuals. We 
pacifigts, and aj] with a concern for 
the future of humanity, should study, 
and learn from, all instances that we 
can find of thé impact of spiritual and 
moral ideals upon the community. All 
ideals and theses that do not, ulti- 
mately, affect the common life, are 
sterile and should be utterly discarded. 
We cannot afford, in face of the 
urgency of the present situation, to 
encumber ourselves with mental junk: 
“ pacifist ” theories of ten years ago 
have no relevance today, when the 
world has changed beyond recognition. 


* 


HERE, then, is the task be- 
fore us: to look for, and 
learn from, the practical interpreta- 
tion of ideals which has raised the 
level (in more than the materialist 
sense) of the common life; and to en- 
courage and develop such examples as 
exist in our society today. As an 
instance of the first asrect are the 
Danish Folk High Schools, of which 
Sir Richard Livingstone has written 
(‘The Future in Education”): 


“Spiritual inspiration has been the heart 
of these schoola since their origin . .. This 


idealism has its practical uses. In the second 
half of the century Denmark, 
with no economic advantuges, Ppussed from 
depression to prosperity and became u pioneer 
and model of agricultural methods. The 
regeneration of a people is worth study _...” 
(The emphasis is mine.) 

The other aspect, of course, is ex- 
emplified in the campaign to save the 
starving millions of Europe, 

We cannot afford to turn away from 
this task, this quest for manifestations 
of man’s common humanity. 


nineteenth 


A Christmas Booklet 


IT COULD HAPPEN—REALLY 


by 


G. Stephens Spinks, M.A. 
Complete with Greetings Slip 
Price 4d., by post 5d. 

Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, W.C.1 


WAR __ RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 


Thanks to translators 
More volunteers wanted ! 
Specially for Russian, Czech and 
Dutch 
There are now thirty-three mem- 
bers of the PPU giving the WRI 
tremendous service in translating 
We are overworking all of them. 
If you can help, please write to 
the 
War Resisters’ International 
11 Abbey Road, Enfig'd, Middx. 


AN 


cen 
lng 


pair 
face 
ents 
ling 
the 
ires 
me 
t of 
2 ot 
the 
t as 
ngs 
itely 


casi 
ilian 
5 as 
» in 
rful 
ved, 
ffset 
nese 
par- 
sked 
pri- 
ping 
were 
the 
hilst 
ears 
opa- 
eads 
that 
here 
ll do 


ian’s 
pact 
We 
for 
udy, 
t we 
and 
All 
ulti- 
are 
cded. 
the 
1, to 
unk: 
ago 
the 
tion. 


< be- 
and 
reta- 
the 
alist 
2 en- 
es as 
s an 
» the 
rhich 
itten 


heart 
This 
second 
mark, 
from 


joneer 
The 


S eX- 
e the 


from 
tions 


PPU Youth Committee column 


THEIR WORLD 


DPURING the war much useful work 
has been done in the service of 


youth by pacifists, who have dis- | 


covered that their faith in the in- 
herent goodness of human nature ren- 
ders them particularly suited to this 
form of service. I am the leader of a 
Boys’ Club in a working class district 
of Chelsea. My members are repre- 
sentative of a type of boy that may be 
found in any district that has suffered 
bombing, evacuation, and their attend- 
ant problems. I believe that, at 
heart, they,are no better and no worse 
than boys have been at any time; but 
the influences that have been at work 
during six years of wars are creating 
a situation that gives ground for little 
complacency and considerable con- 
cern. 

In spite of the many attentions 
that have been paid to Youth (with a 
capitai Y) during the war, the selfish- 
ness, the apathy and lethargy, the 
ignorance and lack of social conscience 
displayed by many of our young people 
are truly alarming. 


As a club leader and member of the PPU 
Youth Committee I am most concerned that 
these tendencies should be halted, and I am 
anxious that all who share my concern should 
give very serious thought as to what steps 
should be taken in the teclamation and 


regeneration of our youth. I feel that the 
PPU : should be in the vanguard not the 
guard’s van of the new approach to the 


problem that the situation demands. 

Jt is part of the task of the Youth Com- 
mittee to awaken in the PPU a sense of 
urgency. For too long has the country been 
lulled by Official effusions, extolling the mag- 
nificent virtues of our young people. 

The committee seeks through publications, 
conferences and meetings to assist youth 
leaders in their work and to help the com- 
munity as a whole to understand and work 
for an environment for young people that 
will enable them to grow up as peace-loving 
and useful citizens, It will oppose conscription 
and will endeavour to help young people to 
understand the causes of war. It is not 
unmindful that different techniques are required 
when dealing with the boys’ club ‘‘spiv” and 
the secondary schonlgir! in the suburban 
church fellowship, although we fee] equally 
concerned for each. 

To those who will be glad of a booklet ta 
pass on, that deals with some of the major 
issuea of our time, we commend our most 
recent publication, “It’s your world now” 
(is. 3d.), obtainable from Housman's. 

CECIL GOLDRING. 


WHAT THE P.P. 


This pledge, signed by each mem- 
ber is the basis of the Peace Pledge 
Unton: “I renounce war and I will 
never support or sanction another.” 

If, after reading Peace News, you 
would like to know more about the 
PPU, write for information to: The 
General Secretary, PPU, Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


TWO VIEWS ON “A CHRISTMAS GESTURE” 


NO SPIRITUAL SEANCES ! 


AY I, as one of those who have 
offered to give up points from 
my ration book to help gather food 
together to feed the starving popula- 
tion of Europe, protest against the 
paragraph in the letter in Peace News 
of Nov. 23 from Doris Nicholls and 
others which says “ We know of no 
means whereby people (here)... 
ean share their material resources 
with those who are hungry or cold,” 


Nobody asks that old people or 
mothers and children or their fathers 
should give up any part of their food 
ration; but there must be hundreds of 
people like myself, vegetarians, living 
alone, with no immediate responsi- 
bility of providing food for depend- 
ants, who can easily give up, as they 
have already done, their meat ration 
(meat, poultry, rabbits, etc.), some 
small proportion of their points value, 
which provides tinned milk (Nestlés) 
etc., and I do not eat in Restaurants. 


We do not live by bread alone, we know, 
but we do live by bread, unfortunately for the 
European peoples, and “thoughts of love,” 
etc., will not feed them. There would be no 
lonely people in these days, to need other 
people sitting around just thinking of them, 
if all of us would only give our minds, people 
living alone particularly, to the practical 
problems of these days. 

These people must be fed and it’a not only 
to the Americans that we must look, but to 
ourselves. The spiritual gift should be our 
“‘ directive," but our feet should be on the 
earth, so that we do not forget that we are 
an harmonious whole, and in ordinary life 
our practical (or physical) needs came first. 
As our Master said in viewing the hungry 
multitude “‘let them sit down’ and called 
for the baskets of bread, so we should in the 
same manner see our hungry multitudes fed. 
He didn’t say let us sit down and throw out 
“thoughts of love ”—that came afterwards— 
and to lonely people He gave something 
outside  themselves—Purpose. What those 
starving peoples need is the friendliness and 
help of people on the spot, and if the evidence 
of soldiers’ letters can be believed (I am 
sure they can) who are in Europe, they are 

gaining much sympathy and lIeve there. 
| The vocation of sending out ‘‘ thoughts of 
| love” in this country should be with the old, 
| the sick (invalids) and such like, whose 
activities are limited, but for the young and 


U. STANDS FOR 


It you decide that you cannot sup- 
port this or any other war, it will 
encourage others and may be helpful 
to yourself if you join the Union. 

The Union stands for the rejection 
of war. for the method of seeking to 
overcome evil by good, and for the 
constant endeavour to create right 
relationships among men and nations. 


a 


LAMB BRAND Typewriter 


What can we do that will help? 


active middle-aged, the contribution should be 
a general link up of all those who are con- 
cerned at this terrible state of affaira in 2 
determined effort to get some food and trans- 
port going hefore Christmas Eve. There is 
no reason why in this matter pacifists should 
not Jink up with those who (they thought 
wrongly) approved or believed in the 
righteousness of their cause in fighting this 
last war, and “*‘ forgetting those things which 
lie behind press forward to those duties which 
lie immediately ahead,” one of which is the 
immediate problem in Europe. 


My father, as’ you know, was eminently 
spiritual, the result being ‘that his direction 
and his vision was intensely practical. I never 
remember his talking of sending out thoughts 
of love. He understood people better and knew 
that personal contact and deeds were much 
more effectual and served much better the 
spiritual needs of suffering humanity than 
over-much sympathy. 


Only once did the Apostles gather together 
in an Upper Room and then it was to be 
sent far afield on their life’s work, and if I 
read my Bible rightly, activities, not holding 
spiritual seances, governed their lives until 
they met their martyrdom. 

ANNIE LANSBURY. 

41 Princess House, 

Bow Bridge Estate. E.3. 


A CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS 


NTAY I add a few words to the 
ea appeal from Ethe! Mannin and 
myself, which you published recently 
in Peace News? 


Our wish for a “Christmas Ges- 
ture ” has been answered by the secre- 
taries of the PPU, FOR and Friends 
Peace Council, calling for meetings on 
Christmas Eve. We welcome this 
suggestion and hope that the meet- 
ings held will be as informal as 
possible, relying on the spontaneous 
expression of “‘ Mercy, Pity, Peace and 
Love” to make such meetings occa- 
sions of inspiration and dedication. 

We have received many leters with 
regard to the proposal for a “ Christ- 
mas Gesture,” and have tried to reply 
to them all. But there is only one 
thing I should like to say to those 
who have children and fear to “ spoil 
their Christmas” by introducing the 
serious thoughts which we hope so 
much will be in our own minds this 
year, 

Christmas, as we know it, is a pagan 
festival, older than Christianity; but 
when the Church adopted it as a cele- 
bration of the Birth of Christ, it made 
the Holy Family the central group in 
the ancient pageant. Family love is, 
therefore, not excluded from _ this 
Christian festival, but is enriched and 
ennobled by the reminder of our 
membership in a greater family: 
“ For unto us a child is born... and 


Rib- 


LONDON FORUM. Public Lecture. 
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The peril of 
dishonesty 


CIVILIZATION is not going to 
- be destroyed by the atomic 
bomb or by any other mechanical 
contrivance or scientific discovery. 
One thing only can destroy civili- 
zation—that is, if there is a wide 
enovgh practice of using words in 
senses which they cannot bear, or 
of cherishing sentiments which 
you really have not got. If either 
or both of those practices spread 
very much further, then in my 
judgment civilization will be 
tottering upon the edge of the 
abyss. 
—Mr. Kenneth Pickthorn, M.P. 
(House of Commons, Nov. 22). 


the Government shall be upon his 


shoulder.” 

If all who love their children could remem- 
ber that ‘“‘ the Government will be upon their 
shoulders ’’—that is to say, that great respon- 
sibilities lie before these children, they would 
not wish them to grow up in selfish indifference 
to the sufferings of others. Christmas should 
surely be a time when family love is sanctified 
—-when every family sees again, in the pattern 
of the Holy Family, that universal love with- 
out which the love of those nearest to us 
becomes the enemy of human brotherhood. 

In the hope, shared by so many, that the 
old pagan festival may once more give way 
to this Christian conception of universal 
brotherhood, I venture to offer these thoughts 
to those who feel a divided allegiance. I do 
not believe that anything we say or do, which 
gives us an uneasy conscience, can be of real 
value to those we love most; and the children 
of this generation will have little cause in 
future to thank their parents if they grow 
up without some sense of the world community, 
its needs and their responsibilities in it. 

REGINALD REYNOLDS. 

Oak Cottage, Burghley Road, 

Wimbledon Common, S.W.19. 


Patrick Figgis writes: 

So far, only a few groups have told me that 
they are taking up the idea, but I have 
received the impression that a number are 
considering it. One or two groups are saying 
that such a meeting will be of no practical 
use. I would wish to say at least in reply 
that such meetings are not meant as alter- 
Native to other practical activities; that I 
believe myself that such meetings may indeed 
issue in very practical results. Is not the 
whole situation in Europe so desperate that 
we can’t afford to miss such opportunities of 
thinking quietly tugether of the European 
people concerned and what more we could be 
dging to help them? 

he considerable number of replies received 
in this office concerning hospitality for Ger- 
man children, particularly from Roman 
Catholics, is some indication of the non-pacifist 
concern about the people on the Continent. 

Such meetings will be reported as time goes 
on to cur friends on the Continent. Will they 
not be encouraged to hear of them? I hope 
that these meetings may be repeated in later 
years. It is immaterial whether the meeting 
is literally held on Christmas Eve or not. 
I shall be glad to give any detailed advice 
from this office. 

lS 


RELTANE SCHOOL, Shaw, Melk- 


‘CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


SPEAKING AND WRITING 


bons, clean, clear, enduring. 
currectly spooled. 308. uu. uuz., 1&= 


6d. six, 10s. Od. 
esac pd. Please remember to name 


models, colours, ‘* Peace News.” 


Laieot Timk for copy: Monday lessona (correspndnee. or visit) 58.:\Martin Hardman, 15 Prospect Plece.. 


before publication. 


Diffident, nervous, 


‘lasses 1s. 6d. 


TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per ind hesitant people specially helped, 


word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d.|2lso stammerers. Dorothy Matthewa,| a . 


extra). Please don’t send stamps In 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 50 words. Addresa 


for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3} 


Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertiaement, quote its 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
avenev of continuing advertisements. 


ACCOMMODATION 
YOUNG PACIFIST couple and 
baby desperately requ. furn unfurn. 


acmdtn. anywhere London area. 
David Watson, 11 Vaughan Avenue. 
Doncaster. 


WANTED HOUSE rent or_ buy 


Liverpool or within 20 miles. Daw- 
son, 22, Runnymeade, Woolston, 
Warrington. 

YOUNG MAN wants homely 
aemdtn. Ilford, Barking, Essex. 
Has fair amt. spare time: would 


assist in hse., shop, smatlholding, ete. 
Bax 219. 
XMAS IN lovely Devon valley nr. 


sen, especial terms, 12s. 6d. day. 
Perry, Gara Mill, Shipton, Kings- 
bridge. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 


form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion: all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludjow. The Briara, Crich, Mat- 
lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
Ambereate 44) 
ANARCHO-IDEALIST poet. (17). 
T.ondon. urgently requires work in 
sympathetic surroundings. Lit. pre- 
ferred. anything considered. Or 
acmdtn. return services. Urgent. 


Rox 221. 


EDUCATIONAL 

BROOKHOUSE SCHOOL. Felix- 
atowe. Boys from 7 yrs. accepted and 
trained to School Certificate Stan- 
dard. Bracing air, good food, happy 
Christian fellowship. Inclusive trms. 
£90 ner vear. 
FREEMOUNT SCHOOL. 
Hereford. Individual tuition, 
activities, free expression, 
muna! home. Intelligent 
temperamentally difficult, helped to 
balanced development in ideal 
roundings. Katherine and 
Young, M.A. 


Bacton. 
varied 
com- 
children 


Peter 


firat! 


sur-| 


jnew office. 


8.A., 32 Primrose Hil! Rd., London, 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


C.0. (FARMWORK) badly needs 
clothing—self, wife, perhaps baby— 
please state price. Not well off! 
Genuine. Box 218. 


THE NO Conscription Council is 
in urgent need of a typewriter for its 
If you ean sell, loan, or 
vetter still, give us one we should 
be grateful. Please write to the Sec., 
Room 16, Ist Floor, Kingsway Hall, 
W.C.2. 

ARTHUR WRAGG Christmas 
Cards 12 different designs 5s. 6d. 
set, post free, P.R.C., 53 Greencourt 
Rd., Petts Wood, Kent. 

ATTRACTIVE CHRISTMAS Greet- 
ings Posteards 2s. per doz.—half will 
be sent ta Friends’ Relief Service. 
2d. stp. for sample, order to Don 


Ranger, 157 Westbourne Grove, 
Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex. 
HEDDYCHWYR CYMRU. Welsh 


Calenders of attractive and appro- 
priate design, 1s. each. Apply: 
Elysabeth Thomas. 161 
West, Cardiff. 

SUPER GRADE Strawberry plants 
last year’s runners per 100, 26s.; 60, 
14s.; 25, 7s. Gd.; 12, 4s.; carr. pd. 


Haines Bros., Margaret Manor, 
Doddington, Kent. 

““BURLS”’ Cycle Makers, 797 
Ola Kent Rd., S.E.15. We have a 


variety of Ladies’ and Gents’ cycles 
from £9 17s. 4d. “ Speciality ” 


!speedy frame repairs. ‘Phone: New 
Cross 4129. 
*“ BATLEY ” STANDARDIZED 


All-concrete Reinforced Sectional 
Sheds, one width only, 103 ft., suit- 
able for farmers, gardeners, work- 
shops, etc. One 104 x 104 x 7 ft. 
high costs £43 14s. 0d., larger sizes 
in proportion. Inspection invited. 
Batley & Co., Stockport. 

WAR RESISTERY’ Internationa! 
wd. welcome gifta of foreign 
stamps for subsequent sale on beha!f 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Pl. send to 
the War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


Lake Rd.| 


Preston. 


STAMP COLLECTORS. 
detector will find the most 
obscure Watermarks. Sent on ap- 
proval, money refunded in full if 
dissatisfied. Send P.O. 8s. inclusive 
of packing, pet. free (Trade enqus 
invited). D.C.A., 9 High St., Barn. 
jstaple. 

LITERATURE &c. 

DICTATORSHIP, ETC.. discussed 
in ‘‘Man the Madman” by John 
Nibb. Cloth 2s. 3d. postpaid. 
BM/JONIB, London, W.C.1. 

THOSE WHO DARE think value 
Ronald Mallone’s poetry: ‘ Passion- 
ate affirmation of our fundamental 
values”*’ (New Leader), ‘*‘ Vigorous 
and expressive’’ (Herbert Read), 
“ Sensitiveness to anguish of world” 
(Friend). Peoples’ Post praises 
latest volume ‘“‘ Whose Victory?” 
(2s. 6d., post 2d.) for nobility of 
thoughts, courage, exquisite contrast.” 
380 Darby Rd., Oldbury. 

FREEMASONRY exposed by Rev. 
Penny Hunt, B.A., 100-page bk. con- 
taining numerous quotne. from 
masonic literature; 2s. 8d. from Sec., 


Book Club, 21 Poplar Gve., New 
Malden. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 


literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religioua Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Een House, Euston Rd., London, 


MEETINGS. &e. 


Starvation.” Spkrs.: Victor Gollancz, 
Roy Watker. Chairman: Alderman 
A. E. Lauder. Next Wed. (19), 7.30 
p.m. Bowes Park Methodist Hall 
{corner Bowes Rd. and Palmerston 
Rd., N.13). Southgate Famine Relief 
Committee, 

WEST LONDON Christmas Jam- 
horee. Guest of Honour Sybil 
Morrison; Bring and Buy Sale, Con- 
cert, Supper, Christmas Gifts and 
Cards, ete. Next Tues. (18). 6.30 
p.m. Please note larger hall, Villiers 
Congregational, by Southall G.W.R. 
Everyone welcome. 

“NO CONSCRIPTION ” Meeting 
at Friends Hse., Eden St., Kingston, 


on Thurs., Dec. 20, 7.46 p.m. Spkr.:}(9125) requs. 
Charles Cole, Sec., No Conscription teacher for gen. 


Council. 


three, 38s. 6d. each | Westminster. 


“The As- | 


SOUTHGATE: “ Save Europe from} 


Alliance Hall, Palmer St., 
Dec. 17, 7.30 p.m. 
FREDRICK LOHR apks._ evers 
Fri. evening at 7.15, the Alliance 
Hall, Palmer St., Westminster. 


PERSONAL 


NEW YEAR--NEW RATES 

Beginning with our first issue in 
the New Year, all classified advertise- 
ments will be charged at 3d. per 
word. The minimum of 2s. 6d. will 
remain, as will the additional charge 
for Box Numbers. The present rate 
has not been raised throughout the 
war, but now that Peace News is 


again on the bookstalls 2d. per word 
is an absurdly low figure. 


CHRISTMAS DATES. All ads. for 


insertion in PN dated Dec. 28 must 
be received here by the previous Fri., 


Public.” 


Dec. 21. 

PACIFIST SCOUTER urgently 
needs frame rucksack. Offers to Rob 
Mister, 65 Burns Ave., Southall, 
Middx. 


“WANTED! NEW MEN” writes 
Dr. Belden in Christmas issue of ‘‘Un- 
Common Sense,” 4d. (pest 14.). 
Illustrated (Arthur Wrage, Angelo da 


Fonseca). ‘“‘Open Letter to Scots ’”’ 
(John Kinloch). ‘‘‘ Are There No 
Prisona?' asked Scrooge” (John 
Coleman). “True Glory” (Nina 
Bailey). Constructive Political Com- 
mentary. Poetry (Winifred Hay- 


thorne, Ronald Mallone). 380 Darby 


Rd., Oldbury. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS ? Why 
not make it a subscription to Peace 
News! Three months’ trial for new 
readers only 2s. Send your greeting 
cards to be enclosed with first copy. 

FRIENDSHIPS CONFIDENTIALLY 
formed. For partice. send s.a.e. to 
Friendship Bureau, 55 Lynwood 
Drive, Romford, Essex. 

YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H. C. Correspondence 


Club. Send s.a.e. for partics. to Sec.. 
L. and H> C. C. C., 39 Reighton Rd.. 
Londan, E.5. 

JOIN Victory Correspondence 


Club, 34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for 
congenial pen-friends. 

CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A eatisfactory nfediam for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
chips. Parties., stamp. See.. PN. 19 
Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, Cardiff. 


RITITATIONG VACANT 


SHERWOOD SCHOOL. Epsom 
language teacher, also 
subjects. Middle 


school. 


.jing and Day School. 


All] Janke Lavrin on ‘' Literature and the!.n4m, Wilts. Housemother needed for 


Jan. Progressive co-educational 
boarding-schocl. Must be adaptable 
and experienced with children. 


GARDENER-HANDYMAN (young) 
requd. after Xmas for Boys’ Board- 
Live in. Good 
Also Matron, no nursing ex- 
perience. Might suit married couple. 
Full partics. to Headmaster, Ring- 
wood Grammar School, Hants. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


BROKEN AND unwanted fountain 
pens purchased. Repairs done 
promptly and _ cheaply. Weir, 49 
Ravel Row, Glasgow, E.1. 

QUALIFIED ANALYTICAL 
chemist, B.Sc., seeks work to fulfil 
condtn. in hospital. Preferably, but 
not essentially, London dist. Sug- 
gestions please to C.B.C.O. Employ- 
ment Sec., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 

URGENT. Experienced gardener, 
married, seeks post, institution, mar- 
ket gdn., Christian C.O., free early 
Jan. Aecmdtn. Box 220. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LIBERTY RAMBLING Club. Will 
former members and those interested 
in rambling contact Sec., W. Parker. 
209 Brixton Hill, S.W.2. 

READ THE BIBLE through in a 
year. The Open Bible, The Light of 
the World: A Tabernacle of the Sun 
in the Intellectual and Spiritual 
Spheres (Psalm 19). Tables by post 
11d.—method of study profitable and 
jinteresting (20 mins. daily)—from 
jMr. Viner Hall, The Institute, Wes- 
ton-super-Mare. 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. 

ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
traders hks.; attends to all Income 
Tax matters; company formation: 
audits and costing. Pa vincial clients 
visited without obliga:ian. Box 96. 

JOHN SNOW paychalogiat. Child 
guidance, vocational guidance. Con- 
sultations by appt. 14 Lamb's Close, 
N.9. (Phone: Tottenham 2522.) 

NATURE CURE—Psychological & 
Drugless Treatment of Disease by 
Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
Specialist and Bates’ Practitioner 
(eyesight corrected by natural 
methods); Daisy E. Bailey, Specialist 
in Women’s ailments and Children’s 
complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
path, Naturopath. Consultation by 
appt.—134 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868. 


wages. 
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The dollar-loan that 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


sident Truman’s recent statement 
that he was “ not in favour of special 
conferences and never had been” and 
that “ probably no further Big Three 
meetings would be required ” reveals a 
curious mental insecurity in the Presi- 


dent. He seems to have lost his nerve 
completely. The job has proved too 
big for him. And well it might, if he 


had been a much bigger man than he 
is. There is something truly pathetic 
in the remark: “I was happy as a 
Senator.” But of all the queer throws 
of Fortune’s dice none has _ been 
queerer than that which flung so 
characteristic a specimen of the 
American sma)l-town mentality into 
the White House at the end of the 
most terrible and revolutionary of all 
wars. 


U.S.A.’s hard bargain 

NY OBODY on this side of the Atlan- 
+‘ tie is happy about the Washing- 
ton financial agreement. The argu- 
ments for Britain’s acceptance of it, 
and the Bretton Woods agreement, are 
short-term political arguments. USA 
has driven almost as hard a bargain 
—and a less enlightened one—as Nazi 
Germany ever did with her satellite 
countries. The trouble is that where- 
as Britain has endured a painful 
education in hard economic realities, 
USA has not. The Coolidge naivety 
(“They hired the money, didn’t 
they?”) prevails in Congress; and it 
is probably true that the USA gov- 
ernment has been as generous to us 
as Congress would permit it to be. 
On the other hand, the British Gov- 
ernment does not feel strong enough 
to risk the years of austerity and 
hardship which would follow rejection 
of the agreement: still less, the 
political estrangement involved. 

So, on the whole, the arguments for 
signing prevail. But the unexpressed 
hope (indeed belief) of Britain must 
be that USA will soon be involved in 
an economic crisis so devastating that 
it will make this agreement appear the 
fantastic thing it really is. 


No Sterling stronghold 
AGAIN, there is no clear and work- 
able alternative to the Washing- 
ton agreement and Bretton Woods. It 
is easy to talk as though Britain could 
fall back on the Sterling Area; but 
the Sterling Area, if cut off from the 
Dollar Area, would probably fall to 
pieces. The only thing that could 
hold it together, just now, is that 
Britain should be producing huge 
quantities iof goods for which sterling 


credits could be exchanged. No one is_ 


going to be loyal to the pound sterling 
for the sake of its lovely eyes, but only 
if it will buy what the dollar will buy. 
Thus any attempt to hold the sterling 
area together in economic isolation 
from USA would make _ Britain 
terribly unpopular. 

Frankly, we would have preferred 
that Britain should take the risks— 
unpopularity and all. It would have 
rut an end to the illusions which the 
present government cannot help en- 
couraging. The more plain speaking 
there is concerning the reality of 
Britain’s situation, the better for the 
morale of the country. For we are on 
a very tough spot; and we shall get 
clear of it only by an effort of “the 
co-operative commonwealth ” such as 
would by itself take us forward to a 
new kind of society. The Socialist 
government has lost an opportunity 
for making a great moral appeal. 
Dollars - for what ? 

IN discussing the agreement the New 

Statesman (Dec. 8) makes an im- 
portant and entirely valid point. 
What, it asks in effect, are these dol- 
lars we are borrowing on such onerous 
terms to be used for? If they are to 
be largely used—as seems probable— 
for the maintenance of the military 
strength of a not-quite-great power, 
we are taking the short road to 
national suicide. 

Those dollars should be used in the 
main for the renewal and extension of 
the productive capital equipment of 
this country. To use them for non- 
productive expenditure—e.g., on im- 
porting tobacco to be smoked rather 
than on the equipment necessary for 
processing tobacco that we grew our- 
selves—is economic stupidity. To use 
them (by a little jiggery-pokery) for 
helping to maintain a huge military 
and naval establishment is stark in- 
sanity. If we are to choose to be 
dependent upon USA, then let us at 
least hand over to her the job of polic- 
ing the world and defending us. 


Still Patter, let us say plainly that 


ought to disarm us ! 


the bloody dawn ‘of the atomic era has 
brought us to our senses and that we 
are neither going to defend ourselves, 
nor to expect anybody else to defend 
us. If we had the common-sense and 
the courage to do that, and in conse- 
quence gained the freedom to devote 
all our human and material resources 
to constructive ends we might find that 
half the dollars would be sufficient. 


A chance to get out 


u UT in different terms, it is- 
Britain’s duty—and above all the 
duty of British Socialist government 
—to make use of the dollar credit as a 
buffer, to save us from the worst im- 
mediate stresses while we extricate 
ourselves once for all from the two 
greaf “ rackets ” that will carry us to 
perdition: one is the money racket, 
the other the militarist-nationalist 
racket. Let us use the breathing 
space the dollar loan gives us to break 
away deliberately from the outmoded 
fetish of freely convertible inter- 
national currencies linked to gold. 

Certainly, the USA at present 
would regard it as sharp practice to 
use Bretton Woods for that purpose: 
but events will “ larn her.” And it is 
elementary wisdom to take precau- 
tions to avoid being sucked into the 
vortex of the coming American crash, 
when USA has once more gathered to- 
gether all the gold of the world. 

And as for getting out of the 
militarist-nationalist racket, let us not 
merely say that we desire a world- 
government, but behave as though we 
desired it: and reduce our armed 
forces immediately to. what other 
nations can see is a reasonable con- 
tribution to a world-police force. Let 
it be clear to everybody that we are 
firmly resolved not to be active partici- 
pents in any more world-wars. If 
USA and Russia want to fight, they 
must do it by themselves. 


BRITAIN & THE PEACE 


The statement “Britain and the 
Peace” issued by the National Peace 
Couneil on November 21, and appeal- 
ing for moral leadership from Great 
Britain in sponsoring a radical and 
constructive international action to 
save the peace, has been printed in 
folder form and is now available (free 
for small quantities) from the NPC 
at 144 Southampton Row, W.C.1. 


The printed version contains a form for the 
use of local organizations of al! kinds which 
are being asked to endorse the statement sa 
that the NPC may he able to give visible 
evidence to the Government of the extent of 
public support for the constructive programme 
contained in the declaration. 


OTHER 
(See also page 5) 


The truly just 


Surely the Nuremberg trials are rather a 
caricature of justice, for none of the Four 
Powers conducting the case is entirely 
guiltless of the indictments. We know that 
Germany began a war of aggression but so 
did Russia when she attacked Finland in 
19389. And we ourselves could not have gained 
our Empire had we never made any wars 
of aggression. 

Germany was responsible for the death of 
thousands in concentration camps, but has 
everyone forgotten that Russia murdered 
thousands of her own countrymen in the 
Revolution? France did likewise in the French 
Revolution, and history might judge the 
obliteration of two Japanese cities a war 
crime against humanity. Surely therefore 
only a country with a blameless record of 
either wars or revolutions can be in a truly 
just position to try criminals, otherwise it 
appears to me that a war crime'is only a 
war crime if you have lost the war! 


NORA GRIMLEY. 


24 Shepherds Way, 


Rickmansworth. 


Observer's commentary on the Nuremberg 
{rials made strange reading in a pacifist 
journal], 


It may be ‘something which may still be 
called the conscience of Europe’ which in- 
spired such a travesty of justice, but it is 
something far below the moral demand of 
Christ and every other sincere person, con- 
tained in the injunction ‘“‘ Let him who is 
without sin cast the first stone.” 

I think Franz Kafka in ‘‘ The Trial” por- 
trays a truer picture of Nuremberg than 
does Observer. When “K" is in the painter’s 
studio: 

“Tt is justice,” said the painter at last. 
“Now I recognize it,’’ said K, ‘‘there’s the 
bandage over the eyes and here are the scales. 
But aren’t there wings on the figure’s heels, 
and isn’t it flying ?’’ ‘‘ Yes,’’ said the painter, 
“‘my instructions were to paint it like that: 
actually it is justice and the goddess of victory 


in one.” ‘‘Not a very good combination 
surely,” said K smiling. ‘ Justice must stand 
quite still or else the scales will waver and 


a just verdict will become impossible.” 


» ‘'The painter took several crayons—and K 
watched the delicate strokes-——-and the figure 
| was brought right into the foreground and 
it no longer suggested the goddess of Justice, 
or even the goddess of Victory, but looked 
exactly like a goddess of the Hunt in full 
ery.” 


EE ee ———————————E—————————— ee ee eee 


JOHN MORLEY. 
Rosslyn, Highfield Road, 


Westerhope, Newcastie-on-Tyne. 


Winter in the heart 


“It will take thirteen years to use 
our surplus of Empire wool.”— 
News Chronicle. 

Perish then, shivering Europe, while 
the cold. 

Strikes to the hearts of those still 
warmed and fed; 

Before the Empire’s surplus wool is 
used 

How many children will lie cold and 


dead? 
PHYLLIS VALLANCE. 


Children for rescue: 
now 450 offers 


A BOUT 450 offers of hospitality for 
*™ German children have now been 
received at Dick Sheppard House and 
they are continuing to arrive by every 
post. 

The Bishop of Chelmsford (Dr. H. 
A. Wilson) is among them. He offered 
to take two German children into his 
own home at a “Save Europe Now” 
meeting , at which he presided at 
Chelmsford. 


A letter from Mark and Irmgard Fitzroy in 
the Catholic Herald has evoked a generous 
response from many Catholics and a letter 
from Dr.‘ Alex Wood in the New Statesman 
and Manchester Guardian has also. elicited 
many replies. 

It is evident that there are many people 
in this country concerned about the fate of 
the children and prepared to offer them hos- 
pitality and share their rations with them. 
The decision of the Government is anxiously 
awaited. 


Roy Woodward’s tribunal 


Roy Woodward (18), of Gorton, Manchester, 
who was kept at Stake Hill Detention Barracks 
for a fortnight dressed only in a towel, 
appeared before an Appellate Tribunal at 
Manchester on Dec. 1. Q 

He expressed himself willing to do work 
in a hospital, but though Mr. W. H. Oldfield, 
MP, supported his application, the Tribunal 
registered him for coal-mining work, with 
alternatives of land, hospital or ambulance 
work if unfit for the mines. 

Woodward's case was the subject of a long 
Parliamentary statement by the War Minister 
on Oct. 9. 


e : e 
Dick Sheppard House closing 
PPU closes from midday Sat., Dec. 22 till 

Mon., Dec. 31. 
CBCO will be open Thursday and Friday 
and on Saturday morning of Christmas week. 
PSU opens on Friday and on Saturday 
morning of Christmas week. 


SCOTTISH BULLETIN 


By means of an eight-page printed bulletin, 
issued periodically, the Scottish Council of the 
PPU is attempting to link up with all mem- 
bers in its area. 

No. 2 of the ‘Scottish Bulletin’ has just 
been printed. Any Scottish PPU mem- 
ber who has not received a copy should write 
for one now to: Allistair Steven, Elm Grove, 
Alyth, Perthshire. 


LETTERS 


Peaceful interests ! 


Observer in his commentary (PN, Nov. 80) 
quotes Mr. Bevin in the House of Commons: 


“T am willing to sit with anybody, of any 
party, of any nation to try to devise either 
a franchise or a constiiution for a world 
assembly, with a limited objective—ihe 
objective of peace...” 

I also quole from the Daily Mail, Nov. 22 
the following: 

“In the House of Commons Brigadier 
Fitzroy Maclean (Con., Lancaster) asked the 
Foreign Secretary if it was the Government's 
intention to safeguard our Imperial interests 
in Southern Persia and the Persian Gulf. 
Mr. Bevin replied: It is the intention of 
H.M. Government to safeguard British 
interests in whatever part of the World they 
may be found. 

“* Asked by Brig. Maclean how he proposed 
to carry out his assurance in this case, Mr. 
Bevin said: I cannot in answer to a ques- 
tion, divulge the strategy either of the 
Chiefs of Staff or anybody else concerned, 
either to the hon. Member, or to any other 
Member.” 

Pacifista rightly applaud the first of the 
Foreign Secretary’s statements but receive the 
second and third in silence. 

Christian Pacifists might well pray that 
God's guidance be granted to the Labour 
Government for which so many pacifists voted 


at the last election, 
Dan Ter 5 H. W. DAWSON. 


Blakeney, 
Norfolk. 


Carols for P.o.W.s 


T would like ta suggest that an effective 
gesture of friendship and goodwill at Christ- 
mas time would be the singing of carols at 
prisoner-of-war camps. Even if it is impossible 
io get inside the camps themselves lusty 
singing outside will no doubt receive ready 
response inside. Although there is no reason 
why carols should not be sung at Italian 
camps the much harsher conditions in most 
German camps call for some friendly gesture 
from outside. - 

The Harrow group hope to be able to sing 
at the Hatch End camp for German prisoners 


on Sunday, Dec. 23. JOHN HORSLEY. 


37 Sandringham Road, 
Northolt, Middx. 


Published from & Blackstock Rd., London 


N.4, by “Peace Newa” Ltd. Printed by Cliffcrd | 


Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


LONDON MEETING OPPOSES 
PEACE-TIME CONSCRIPTION 


Q)VER 1,000—by no means all 

supporters beforehand—heard 
Vera Brittain, Dr. C. E. M. Joad and 
two Labour MPs address the first 
public meeting of the No Conscription 
Council at Friends House, London, on 
Wednesday last week. 

Rhys Davies, MP, just back from 
America, told how despite the Presi- 
dent’s support, the Trades Unions and 
Churches there were opposing peace- 


time conscription. 

Vera Brittain spoke as a mother whose son 
was about to be caught up in the net, possibly 
be ruined (writes Corder Catchpoo]) in career 
or even character. Reginald Sorensen, MP, 
added the authority of one who, often almost 
alone, has represented the pacifist cause 
throughout the war in Parliament consistently 
and with statesmanship. Some conscription 
in the wider sense, for some purposes (e.g., 
lights and signs for the safety and contro! 
of road traffic) was necessary. But total 
conscription carried to its logical lengths 
would be eauivalent to Nazism! The alter- 
native was individual sacrifice and devotion. 

Dr. Joad. whom the chairman deacribed as 
a modern Socrates, with the difference that he 
was more often heard answering than asking 
questions, described conscription as the ulti- 
mate outrage on human nature, 

Defencelessness offered at least a chance of 
keeping out of war, whereas conscription by a 
Great Power ensured devastation. 


“WAS ST. PAUL A PACIFIST?” 


- 


A member of the P,P.U. 
discusses this question by 
reference to the Scriptures 


Price 6d, (postage Id.) from the 
Author, the 


Revd. C. K. FREER, M.A., 


Oakham, Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. 


The Message of Xmas, 1945, is 
“SAVE EUROPE-NOW!” 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 

with a Seasonal poem to stir the 
Conscience 

Orders despatched by 
Per dozen 4s. 

from 

Douglas and Molly Nicholson, Brixworth 

Northants 


(Profits to ‘“ Save Europe Now "y 


return 
Sample 5d. 


A novel Christmas card: 


Bernard Shaw on 
ConscientiousObjection 


(3s. a dozen post free. Single 
copies 3d., by post 4d.) 


C.B.C.0., 6 ENDSLEIGH ST., W.C.1 


The PHOENIX Group 


thanks its many correspondents, 

apologises for delays in reply and 

announces publication this month 
of a pamphlet 


“But What Hinders You? ” (4d) 


which answers some of the ques- 

tions raised in letters. There 

are still a few comes of “ What 

are you going to do about it 

Now.” available for free distri- 
bution. 


141 Grays Inn Rd., London, W.C.1 


THIS SATURDAY | 


North London Players present 


“The Gates Of Mercy” 


By Bryan Anstey and Roy Walker 


CRIPPLEGATE THEATRE 


GOLDEN LANE 
(nr. Aldersgate Tube) 


SAVE 
EUROPE! 


* 


VICTOR GOLLANCZ 
VERA BRITTAIN 


will speak at 
FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON 
on Mon., Dec. 17th 
at 7 p.m. 
Chairman: Dr. Alex Wood 
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